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Supposing the facts of our volume to be as
represented, the doctrines built upon them are
unquestionably true ; but their reality can only be
laid bare by testimony which the a posteriori argu-
ment must furnish. That is dependent both upon
observation and experience. Now if this testi-
mony be such as will establish any fact in civil
courts, it ought to satisfy every man; but if it be
wore than this, if it be such as none but God coitld
give, in addition to all that man can give, there must
be an end of the matter, and infidelity is bound to
account for all these facts, proven to be true, before
it can support a contradiction; it must show this
testimony of God and man to be false, before it
can justify unbelief; and if it do neither, as it has
not yet done, it must prove itself at <?nce an im-
placable enemy to both.

I need hardly say that the a posteriori argument
is directly the reverse process of the one already
considered. It proceeds by observation, back-
wards, from plain matters of fact to those more
recondite, and so on to the discovery of hidden
causes; and when its results come out in confirma-
tion of those arrived at by the a priori process,
probability becomes moral certainty. It cannot
be otherwise, because the assurance of reasoning
thus gained is just as reliable for the certainty of
truth as is the assurance of reason for its own ex-
istence. The argument, in brief, is this:

The existence and power of God, as the first
cause of all things, being granted, the facts de-
clared to have been done by him, if proved to be
such as none but God could do, prove the doc-